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Stimulus Spurs Road Projects, Big 
and Small     
The Obama Administration’s economic 
stimulus plan is fueling transportation proj-
ects around the United States...click here 
for more. 

FAA Issues Guidance On Release Of 
$1.1 Billion In AIP Stimulus Funds         
The FAA has issued guidance on how the 
agency will release the $1.1 billion in Eco-
nomic Recovery (ER) funding for AIP grants 
included as part of the stimulus package...
click here for more. 

BIM Demands Cooperation Among  
Project Participants
Architects, structural engineers, and other 
project participants should adopt Building 
Information Modeling (BIM) and Integrated 
Project Delivery (IPD)...click here for more. 

Click here for more News Briefs.
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PUBLICATIONS

Celebrate Pi Day With 
Reduced Shipping At The 
ACEC Bookstore
This Saturday, March 14 (3/14) marks the 
303rd anniversary of the use of pi.  The ACEC 
Bookstore is offering $3.14 domestic ground 
shipping on orders placed Thursday, March 
12, to Thursday, March 19, 2009.
Enter coupon code 314 at check-out to receive 
the reduced rate on ground shipping.  
Participate in this year’s activities with these 
featured products from the ACEC Bookstore:

House Approves $13.8 Billion ACEC-Backed 
Water Infrastructure Bill, Expands QBS

The House of Representatives approved major water infrastructure 
legislation this week that signifi cantly boosts investment in municipal 
wastewater projects.  The ACEC-supported package also includes a new 
mandate to require city and county water utilities to use QBS on federally 
funded water projects.

The House Water Quality Investment Act (H.R. 1262), authorizes nearly 
$13.8 billion over fi ve years for project funding through the Clean Water 
State Revolving Fund (SRF) program.  The bill expands the use of SRF 
funds to energy and water effi ciency audits of local treatment operations 
and evaluations of effi ciency opportunities.  It also encourages alternative 
and innovative processes, materials and technologies that provide greater 
environmental benefi ts.   

 The bill extends Clean Water SRF loans to 30 years or the design life of the 
project, and authorizes $2.5 billion in new funding for sewer overfl ow grants 
to states, and $250 million for a pilot water reuse and recycling program.   

 The measure also includes a signifi cant expansion of QBS, mandating 
its use for all Clean Water SRF-funded projects.  The Senate is expected 
to act on a larger water package later in the spring.

ACEC/Georgia’s Infrastructure And    
Environment Summit Focuses On Stimulus Bill

Hundreds of engineers, 
architects and contractors 
attended ACEC/Georgia’s In-
frastructure and Environment 
Summit last week to learn 
about business opportunities 
in the new economic stimulus 
package and Georgia’s future 
capital spending plans.  

ACEC President Dave 
Raymond discussed his ex-
perience as an advisor to 
President Obama’s infra-
structure transition team, how 
the economic stimulus pack-
age was developed, and its implications for various market sectors.

 Other Summit presenters included Gerald Ross, commissioner of the 
Georgia Department of Transportation; Tom Cunningham, vice president 
of the Federal Reserve Bank of Atlanta;  Jim Ussery, assistant director of 
the Georgia Environmental Protection Division; Marvin Woodward, deputy 

ACEC/Georgia Executive Director Gwen Brandon greets 
ACEC President Dave Raymond, the luncheon speaker at 
the Georgia Summit. 
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state property offi cer, Georgia State Financing & Investment Commission; 
and Greg Mason, chief operating offi cer, Georgia Environmental Facilities 
Authority.

“With a diverse slate of speakers, the Summit provided a wide array of 
information and viewpoints that needed to be heard on the effect of the 
stimulus,” said ACEC/Georgia Executive Director Gwen Brandon.

Co-sponsors of the Summit were CH2M HILL; GEO-HYDRO Engineers; 

Adult Cutie Pi Polo
Click here to order. 

Cutie Pi Toddler Tee
Click here to order. 

Visit the ACEC Bookstore today 
at http://store.acec.org to see 
our full catalog of publications 
and merchandise!

Nab March Savings On 
The ACEC Job Board   
Get lucky in your search for new engineering 
talent this month with the ACEC Job Board. 
Your fi rm should be using the most compre-
hensive Job Board serving the engineering 
industry for all your hiring needs. To make this 
pot of gold sweeter, and to save 15 percent on 
30- and 60-day postings, just use the promo 
code LUCKY09 when you check out. 
Why should you use ACEC’s Job Board?  
We have the power of the engineering niche.  
ACEC wants to be sure that your ad is seen by 
thousands of job seekers, so your posting will 
appear on 20 engineering industry job sites, 
at NO ADDITIONAL CHARGE.  You will also 
have access to 15,800 candidate resumes.
The ACEC Job Board is your source for new 
employees.  For more information, please 
contact Nina Goldman at 202-682-4325 or 
write ngoldman@acec.org.

ACEC/Utah Lobbying Efforts Earn New 
Good Samaritan Law For State Engineers

ACEC/Utah scored an important legislative victory 
with the recent passage of a Good Samaritan Law for 
the state of Utah. 

Aggressive advocacy by the Council’s lobbying 
team, as well as several Member Firms, helped push 
the bill through the state legislature.

The Good Samaritan law provides liability protection 
for professional engineers acting on a voluntary basis 
during emergency situations. 

“This is a huge achievement for our Council and 
the engineering community in Utah,” said ACEC/Utah 
Executive Director Michael Smith. “In an emergency, 
our industry would have gone out no matter what, but 
we could have been on the line,” said Smith. “This law provides the neces-
sary protection for the industry when we do volunteer work.”

ACEC/Utah teamed with the bill’s sponsor, state Senate President 
Michael Waddoups to rally support during the legislature’s annual 45-day 
session. “Last year we had good support for the bill, but we ran out of time. 
This year we started early and kept the pressure on,” Smith said.

ACEC National has for years urged federal and state governments to 
enact laws that provide liability protection for professional engineers acting 
on a voluntary basis during emergency situations. At the federal level the 
ACEC-supported “Good Samaritan Protection for Construction, Architec-
tural, and Engineering Volunteers Act (H.R. 2067)” was introduced in the 
House in 2007, but never reached the fl oor for discussion.

The Council will continue working with lawmakers to have the bill rein-
troduced in the new Congress.

Michael Smith,  
ACEC/Utah Executive 
Director

House Committee Approves FAA   
Reauthorization Bill, Expands QBS

The House Transportation & Infrastructure Committee approved ACEC-
backed legislation last week to reauthorize FAA operations and funding.  Simi-
lar to the water bill cleared by the House this week, the measure also would 
expand the application of QBS to cover more airport projects nationwide.

The FAA Reauthorization Act (H.R. 915) extends FAA operations and 
programs for another four years, and substantially increases funding for 
airport construction and expansion. It  provides $16.2 billion for the Airport 
Improvement Program and increases the allowable cap on passenger ticket 
fees from $4.50 to $7.00 per fl ight segment, potentially raising an additional 
$1.1 billion annually.

The Committee also approved an ACEC-backed amendment to mandate 
the use of QBS on local airport projects funded through passenger ticket fees.  
Current law only requires QBS on federal airport improvement funds.  

A vote in the House is expected in the next few weeks, with Senate ac-
tion expected later this year.
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        Over 500 Searchable  
Jobs Posted

      Over 15,900 Searchable  
Resumes Posted 

 Over 2,000 Registered  
Employers

Last Five “Help Wanted” 
Open Positions: 

Wastewater Treatment Facilities  
Engineer—Alabama
Facility Electrical/ Mechanical  
Engineers—Nationwide
Senior Transportation Project Manager—                        
Des Moines, IA                            
Engineering Manager—  
Dallas-Ft. Worth, TX                             
Electrical Drafters and Designers—  
Catonsville, MD

A Sampling of Posted Resumes:

Geotechnical Engineers—1,077                             
Water Resources/Wastewater   
Engineers—1,679 
Transportation—1,434         
Civil Engineers—2,328
Structural Engineers—1,674
Environmental Engineers—1,510

     View These Resumes and Jobs  
             on ACEC’s Job Board  

http://www.acec.org/jobbank

EDUCATION 
Online Seminars Are  
Cost-Effective Source For 
Business Tools, PDHs
With one registration fee payable per Internet 
connection, a roomful of staff can participate 
in an ACEC online seminar at no additional 
cost—a welcome and cost-effective way to 
gain knowledge and earn needed PDHs. 
ACEC’s 2009 calendar of online seminars will 
feature a wide variety of topics in support of 
better A/E business management knowledge 
and the techniques needed to weather an 
uncertain economy. 

Annual Convention—April 26-29—Will 
Focus On Stimulus Opportunities

The ACEC 2009 Annual Convention will double as “Stimulus Central” 
for attendees by offering stimulus-focused education sessions including: 
new contracting prospects with federal agencies, future stimulus-based 
project opportunities, and lobbying Capitol Hill for increased funding for 
industry priorities.

The Convention will be held April 26-29 at the Grand Hyatt Hotel in 
Washington, D.C., and feature procurement offi cers from seven federal 
agencies outlining how stimulus funds will be dispersed at their agen-
cies. 

Scheduled presenters include those from: General Services Administra-
tion, Naval Facilities Engineering Command, NASA, Department of State, 
Veterans Administration, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, and Department of 
Commerce. ACEC anticipates that the Department of Homeland Security, 
Department of Energy and the Air Force Center for Engineering and the 
Environment will also be represented.

Details of the additional sessions will announced shortly.
The Convention also includes the industry’s largest legislative event 

where hundreds of members will converge on Capitol Hill to promote 
important industry initiatives such as funding for surface transportation, 
water infrastructure, aviation, and defeat of the 3 percent withholding 
mandate.

Make your hotel reservations well in advance while rooms are available. 
Contact the Grand Hyatt directly at 1-888-421-1442 and reference “ACEC 
Annual Convention” to secure your hotel room at a special discounted 
rate. ACEC’s discounted room rates expire on April 3. 

Click here to view Convention registration information. 

Environment & Energy Committee Meeting 
Addresses Key Legislation, Stimulus 

Congressional staff experts 
and high-ranking federal agency 
offi cials met with ACEC’s Envi-
ronment and Energy Committee 
this week to discuss imple-
mentation of various stimulus 
programs and additional Council 
legislative priorities.

Ryan Seiger, staff director 
of the House Subcommittee 
on Water Resources and En-
vironment, and Jason Albritton, 
professional staff member on 
the Senate Environment and 
Public Works Committee, both 
emphasized the importance of 
water infrastructure legislation that will reauthorize the State Revolving Funds 
(SRFs) for clean water and drinking water, and the intention of the committees 
to move a bill quickly this year. (see related story above)  

Bruce Ware, of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Engi-
neering and Construction Team addresses members of the 
ACEC Environment and Energy Committee at Council 
headquarters this week.



Prepare Your Firm For The Future With 
New Practical Strategic Planning Course
Practical Strategic and Business Planning for Engineering Firms
April 29-30, Washington, D.C. 

ACEC presents an invaluable course in strategic develop-
ment for key members of your fi rm responsible for strategic 
thinking and business planning. Practical Strategic and Busi-
ness Planning for Engineering Firms debuts April 29-30, 
Washington, D.C., and is presented by well-known industry 
experts Rod Hoffman, co-founder of S&H Consulting, and Gerry 
Salontai, former CEO of Kleinfelder. 

This timely course offers a practical hands-on exploration 
of today’s best strategies for staying on course by adapting to 
unexpected change, in addition to effective implementation 
techniques and proven planning approaches for long-term fi rm 
sustainability.  

The one-and-a-half-day course will provide new knowledge 
to increase planning process effectiveness, successful industry 
case studies, and models for making better business choices. 
Attendees will earn 11 PDHs for 2009.

For details and to register, click here.

March

10—Risk Taking Under the 2007 AIA, Con-
sensus and EJCDC Documents by Roger 
Sabo, Schottenstein Zox and Dunn 

11—If You Haven’t Planned It, You Can’t Con-
trol It by Gary Bates, Roenker Bates Group 

12—Tax Provisions of the American Recov-
ery and Reinvestment Act of 2009—Practi-
cal Implications for Your Business by Marc 
Gerson, Esq., and Susan Relland, Esq., Miller 
& Chevalier   

17—How Firm Culture Can Reduce Risk 
(And Improve Profi ts) by Gregg Bundschuh 
and Dave Collings, Ames & Gough  
 
18—Developing and Implementing Winning 
Strategies for Engineers, Architects and 
Construction Companies by Clare G. Ross, 
The Clare Ross Organization 

19—Design Professional Litigation—Year 
in Review: 2008 by J. Kent Holland, Esq.,  
Construction Risk Counsel, PLLC, and Lau-
ren P. McLaughlin, Esq., Briglia McLaughlin, 
PLLC

24—Developing Future Leaders: Best Prac-
tices and Lessons Learned for Growing 
20-35-Year-Olds by Geordie Aitken, Aitken 
Leadership Group and Michael Baker, David 
Evans and Associates

25—Follow-Up! The (Misunderstood) Heart 
of Business Development and Positioning 
by Lynne Waymon, Contacts Count  

26—Stimulus $ for Transportation Proj-
ects: Highway, Rail, Transit and Beyond by 
representatives of FHWA, FTA and FRA

31—What is the Right Value for Your Firm? by 
David Cohen, Matheson Financial Advisors  

April

1—Professional Ethics: A Preventive Main-
tenance Approach by Chris Bauer, Bauer 
Ethics Seminars  

INSTITUTE FOR BUSINESS MANAGEMENT 

Rod Hoffman

Gerry Salontai

James Hanlon, director of the Environmental Protection Agency’s Offi ce 
of Wastewater Management, outlined how EPA intends to allocate money 
from the recently-enacted stimulus package to the states for distribution to 
local governments.  

Bruce Ware of the Engineering and Construction Team at the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers, presented the Corps’ plans for prioritizing projects 
funded with stimulus money.   The process is still being developed, Ware 
told the committee, but projects are expected to be announced in just a 
few weeks.   

The committee also received an extensive briefi ng on upcoming energy 
and climate change legislation, and discussed ACEC’s advocacy approach 
to ensure that business interests are addressed. 

“We learned some important lessons in focusing our federal advocacy on 
specifi c issues that are likely to result in signifi cant business opportunities 
for our fi rms,” said Environment and Energy Committee Chairman Mike 
Cline, with Hannum, Wagle & Cline.    

For more information on this meeting, or to join the Environment and 
Energy Committee, contact Diane Shea, director of environmental & energy 
program advocacy at 202-347-7474 or dshea@acec.org.

Click here for Contracts Central, your one-stop 
source for design and construction industry 
contracts and forms.  www.contractscentral.net



BDC Is ’09 Version Of Basics For   
Managing In Uncertain Economy 
The Business of Design Consulting: Managing to Succeed in a  
Challenging Economic Environment
March 25-28, Orlando, FL

A few openings remain for the March 25-28, Orlando, FL presentation of 
ACEC’s Business of Design Consulting: Managing to Succeed in a Chal-
lenging Economic Environment.  The four-day course provides an intensive 
examination of the successful A/E business in an uncertain and challeng-
ing business environment. Content covers the eight key areas of business 
management, fi nance, marketing, risk management, contracts, leadership, 
human resources, and information technology in a real-world A/E context.

For owners, principals, executives, managers and up-and-coming leaders 
of A/E fi rms, this up-to-date look at the building blocks of your operation is a 
cost-effective investment for surviving the current business climate and suc-
ceeding in a more competitive-than-ever future. Attendees earn 28 PDHs.

For details and to register, click here.

Understand ‘Red Flags’ Of Industry Model 
Contracts With March “Pitfalls” Course
Recognizing the Snares and Pitfalls in A/E/C Industry Contracts
May 28-29, Philadelphia

This special course is designed to prepare attendees to recognize and 
understand two dozen key provisions in model contracts necessary to protect 
your business. The one-and-a-half-day course equips your fi rm’s engineers, 
architects, project managers, contracting offi cers, specifi ers and others with 
information necessary to avoid risk and maintain your fi rm’s professional 
standards. Attendees earn 11 PDHs.

For details and to register, click here. 

Upcoming Online Topics: ’08 Litigation, 
Risk/Profi ts, Win Strategies
How Firm Culture Can Reduce Risk (And Improve Profi ts)
March 17, 1:30-3 p.m.

Structural engineers carry a heavy expense burden when it comes to the 
cost of risk. But some fi rms manage risk more effectively than others, with 
fewer problems and higher profi ts. Gregg Bundschuh and Dave Collings, 
Ames & Gough, review the bottom-line implications of a well-executed risk 
management plan supported by the right fi rm culture.

Click here to register. 

Developing and Implementing Winning Strategies for Engineers,  
Architects and Construction Companies
March 18, 1:30-3 p.m.

There’s no better time than a period of economic uncertainty to look at 
your big picture in new and different ways. Clare G. Ross, The Clare Ross 
Organization, offers new insights and time-tested ideas and principles you 
can use now to improve growth and profi tability.  

Click here to register. 

7—Teaming and Joint Ventures in the Pub-
lic-Private Partnership (PPP) Market—A 
Case Study by Keith Sabol, Parsons Corp.  

14—The Business Case for Sustainable 
Engineering Practice by Bill Wallace, Wal-
lace Futures Group LLC 

15—How to Give and Receive Effective 
Feedback by Gary Bates, Roenker Bates 
Group  

21—Built to Last: Sustainability and Suc-
cession by Robert vanArsdall, XL Design 
Professional  

22—Take Charge of Your Health! by Carol 
Calvin, United Healthcare
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Design Professional Litigation Year in Review: 2008
March 19, 1:30-3 p.m.

Get a one-of-a-kind rundown of the major court cases and decisions in 
2008 through early 2009 affecting engineering and construction law. This 
seminar by J. Kent Holland, Construction Risk Counsel PLLC, and Lauren 
P. McLaughlin, Briglia McLaughlin, PLLC, reviews decisions affecting every 
design professional, from A (Arbitration issue) to W (Warranties).  

Click here to register. 

Sales & Marketing Forum Sets May 14-15 
Meeting

ACEC’s Sales & Marketing Forum is joining other ACEC special interest 
Forums to schedule its fi rst free-standing meeting, May 14-15 in Orlando. 
The group originally met regularly under the umbrella of ACEC conferences 
and conventions. 

An idea exchange event for fi rms’ sales, marketing and business de-
velopment staff, the Forum is also a unique opportunity to network and 
address industry challenges. Discussion topics announced for the upcom-
ing meeting include marketing and sales in a declining economy, go and 
no-go decisions and discussions, lead tracking software, proposal debrief 
workshop, plus topics of mutual interest that arise.

The Forum is open to ACEC members and non-members. 
For details and to register, click here. 

Expert Witness Course Sold Out
Applying Expertise as an Engineering Expert Witness Course, March 19-

20 in Kansas City, is sold out. To request VIP advance notice of the summer 
2009 course encore, e-mail education@acec.org, and note the course title 
and your preferred e-mail address.

  


